Objective: The purpose of this study was to evaluate the possible association between Lewis phenotype status in pregnant women and preterm labor (PTL) or preterm rupture of the membranes (PROM).
Although the percentage of women colonized and the organisms cultured vary among these studies, the subclinical infection is clearly an important cause of these pregnancy complications in some of these women. A pathogenic mechanism for this association, moreover, has been advanced with the finding of increased levels of cytokines in colonized samples. These cytokines, particularly the interleukins, can result in an increase in amnion-cell prostaglandin production, resulting in myometrial contractions and subsequent labor. 9' 10 In our study, we confirmed the previously documented altered distribution of erythrocyte Lewis 
